masses by declaring their needs to be false, become the accomplices of
the system they have undertaken to fight.

12. Summary.

Repressive use of media Emancipatory use of media
Centrally controlled programme  Decentralized programme
One transmitter, many receivers  Each receiver a potential

transmitter
Immobilization of isolated Mobilization of the masses
individuals
Passive consumer behaviour Interaction of those involved,
feedback
Depoliticization A political learning process
Production by specialists Collective production
Control by property owners or Social control by self-organization
bureaucracy

The Subversive Power of the New Media

13. As far as the objectively subversive potentialities of the electronic
media are concerned, both sides in the international class struggle—
except for the fatalistic adherents of the thesis of manipulation in the
metropoles—are of one mind. Frantz Fanon was the first to draw
attention to the fact that the transistor receiver was one of the most
important weapons in the Third World’s fight for freedom. Albert
Hertzog, ex-Minister of the South African Republic and the mouth-
piece of the right wing of the ruling party, is of the opinion that
‘television will lead to the ruin of the white man in South Africa’
(Der Spiegel 20/10/1969). American imperialism has recognised the
situation. It attempts to meet the ‘revolution of rising expectations’ in
Latin America—that is what its ideologues call it—Dby scattering its own
transmitters all over the continent and into the remotest regions of the
Amazon basin, and by distributing single-frequency transistors to the
native population. The attacks of the Nixon Administration on the
capitalist media in the USA reveals its understanding that their reporting,
however one-sided and distorted, has become a decisive factor in
mobilizing people against the war in Vietnam. Whereas only 25 years
ago the French massacres in Madagascar, with almost one hundred
thousand dead, became known only to the readers of Le Monde under
the heading of ‘Other News’ and therefore remained unnoticed and
without sequel in the capital city, today the media drag colonial wars
into the centres of imperialism.

The direct mobilizing potentialities of the media become still more
clear when they are consciously used for subversive ends. Their
presence is a factor that immensely increases the demonstrative nature
of any political act. The student movements in the USA, in Japan,
and in Western Europe soon recognized this and, to begin with
achieved considerable momentary successes with the aid of the media.
These effects have worn off. Naive trust in the magical power of re-
production cannot replace organizational work; only active and
coherent groups can force the media to comply with the logic of their
actions. That can be demonstrated from the example of the Tupamaros
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